
Halliday Fraser Munro 
Work Experience Project



Kevin McCloud MBE

• Kevin McCloud is a British writer, 
designer and TV presenter.

• He is most famous for presenting 
Grand Designs, a series which 
features inspirational 
architecture in a wide range of 
surroundings across Britain.



Why?

• I started watching Grand Designs when I was in primary school. The architecture 
which they shared in every episode inspired me to follow a design and technology 
path through secondary school and I believe the series was a key influence towards 
my passion for design.

• I also wanted to challenge myself with my project brief. I decided to design the dream 
home of Kevin McCloud as his background in design and architecture make him a 
client of high expectation.



Architecture Style

• Kevin described ‘Hope House’, his old Mid-
Lothian house as his ‘dream home’, boasting 
of floor to ceiling windows and the views 
across the grasslands.

• Kevin admires contemporary modern design 
and is passionate about the impact which the 
surrounding landscape can have on a 
building. 



Requirements

• Kevin lives with his wife, Suzanna and their four children. Although some have 
moved out the house requires bedrooms for each of the children as the family are 
very social. Kevin also has a wide extended family which requires additional guest 
bedrooms. 

• Kevin runs a property development company and ideally would have an in house 
office where he can work throughout the day.

• The large family require spacious living quarters with additional which the kids can 
escape to.

• Kevin’s interest in the surroundings of a building require his house to make bold and 
sophisticated use of the plot.



Location
• The location which I have chosen 

for Kevin’s house is Fair Isle, 
Shetland.

• The natural island setting of Fair 
Isle offers stunning beauty and 
wildlife whilst posing a huge 
contrast to the calmer natural plot 
of Hope House.

• I have chosen a cliff-top site in the 
East of the island which has been 
left untouched with the majority of 
other Island houses to the west.  



Location Analysis
Harbour

House Location

Access Road



Fair Isle, Shetland – Plot View South

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@59.5338402,-
1.6015694,3a,75y,181.39h,64.73t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipO5j6meHcJRg7mGog11YRM6UzyY8PU7UIg7pi33!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1Q
ipO5j6meHcJRg7mGog11YRM6UzyY8PU7UIg7pi33%3Dw203-h100-k-no-pi-2.9338646-ya11.500004-ro-0-fo100!7i8704!8i4352



Inspiration – Ansty Plum House 

Bold Geometry

Hidden Floor



Inspiration – Clifftop House, Maui 

Floor to ceiling windowsLarge scale Angular aesthetic



Initial Ideas

Glass frontage

Glass corridor

Asymmetrical geometry

Skylights

Built into cliff



Solution One
• My initial idea was to create a building of two v-shaped 

wings meeting a floating glass corridor which over hangs 
the cliff edge.

• I decided that the corridor obscured the view from the 
living areas of the house but felt that the shape of the 
floorplan fit well upon the proposed plot.

• A main issue I experienced while modelling this was due 
to creating the exterior walls first. This made it more 
challenging to design an effective interior layout.



Solution One Development

GF Room Layout

FF Room Layout

• To improve the design of the house I removed the glass corridor 
replacing it with a reasonably sized glass box room, on it’s own 
in the below ground floor, accessed through a staircase in the 
library. I also created new room layouts for the ground and first 
floor simplifying the CAD                                                            
design process

Front face of house 
looking over cliff



Foundation

Out. Stairs

Porch Support Pillars

Floorplan Support Pillars



Ground Floor Layout
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Util. Fam. Bath.
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First Floor Layout

Stairs +
Upper 

Landing

Bed. 1

Bed. 2

Bed. 3

Bed. 4

Fam. 
Bath.

Master Bed.

En-
suite

Terrace Balcony



Final Outcome



Final Outcome



Final Outcome



Property Specification
The final Property features:

• 6 double bedrooms
• 3 bathrooms
• Snug family room
• Open plan kitchen/diner/lounge with utility room
• Panoramic glass observation room
• Library
• Office
• Terrace balcony overlooking the North Sea
• Vast open land with cliff-top views



Property Justification
• The 6 bedrooms provide ample living accommodation for the  whole family with the 

spare situated next door to the ground floor family bathroom.
• The large open plan living area in the right wing is perfect for entertaining guests and 

offers breath-taking sea views from any point in the room.
• The panoramic observation room provides a secluded and relaxing room entirely 

overhanging the cliff’s edge.
• The overhanging front porches create a wind break to ease getting into the house in the 

harsh climate.
• The glass balcony area from the spacious en-suite offers Kevin and Suzanna a more 

intimate experience of the surroundings.
• The site sourced moss roof is environmentally friendly and helps the house to blend in 

with it’s surroundings.
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